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E quibus hi vacuas tmplent Sermonibus aures, 
Hi narrata ferunt alio: menfurag; ficti 
Crefcit, ¢x auditis aliquid novus adjicit autor, 
Illtc Credulitas, illic temerarius Error, 
Vanaq; Laetitia eft, confternatiq; Timores, 
Seditiog; recens,. dubioq; autore fufurri. 





Am prevailed on, through the Importunity of 
Friends, to interrupt the Scheme I had begun 
in my laft Paper, by an Effay upon the Art of 
Political Lying. Weare told, The Devil # the 
‘ Father of Lies, and was a Liar from the le- 
ginning ; {o that beyond Contradiction, the Invention 
isold: And which is more, His firft Effay of it was 
purely Political, eavploy’d in undermining the Autho- 
rity of his Prince, and feducing a third Part of the 
Subjects from their Obedience. For which he was 
driven down from Heaven, where (as Milton ex- 
preffeth ir) he had been VICEROY of a great 
Weltern Province ; and forced to exercife his Talent 
in Inferior Regions among other fallen Spirits, or poor 
deluded Men, whom he ftili daily temps to ba own 
Sin, and will ever do fo ‘till he is Chain'd in the boe- 
somle{s Pit, 

Bur though the Devil be the Father of Lies, he 
feems, like other great Inventers, to have loft much 
of his Reputation, by the continual Improyements 
that have been made upon him. 

Who firft reduc’d Lying into an Art, and adapted 
it to Politicks, is not fo clear from Hiftory, though I 
have made fome diligent Enquiries : I thall therefore 
confider it only according to the modern Syftem, as 
it has been cultivated thefe twenry Years paft in the 
Southern Part of our own Ifland. 

The Poets cell us, That after the Giants were over- 
thrown by the Gods, the Earsh in revenge produced 
her Jaft Offspring, which was Fame. And the Fable 
is thus interpreted ; that when Tumults and Sedi- 
tions are quiered,, Rumours and falfe Reports are 
plentifully {pread khrough a Nation. So that by this 
Account, Lying is the laft Relief of a routed, earth- 
born, Rebellious Party in a State. But here, the Mo- 
derns have made great Additions, applying this Art 
to the gaining of Power, and preferving it, as well 
as revenging themfelves after they have loft it: As 
the fame Inftruments are made ufe of by Animals to 
feed chemfelves when they are hung:y, and bite thofe 
that tread pon them. ) 

But the fame Genealogy cannot always be admit- 
ted for Political Lying ; 1 thall therefore defire to re- 
fine upon it, by adding fome Circumftances of its 
Birth and Parents. A Political Lie is fometimes-born 
out of a difcarded Stateman’s Head, and thence de- 
livered to be nurfed and dandled by the Mob. Some- 
times it is produced a Monfter, and sicke into Shape ; 
at other times it comes into the World compleatly 
formed, and is fpoiled in the licking. kis often born 


—— 


an Infant in the regular way, and requires Time to 
mature it; And often it fees the Light in irs full 
growth, but dwindles away by degrees. Sometimes 
it is Of Noble Birth ; and fometimes the Spawn of a 
Stock-jobber. Here, it {creams aloud at opening the 
Womb; and there, it is delivered with a Wifper. 
I know a Lie thac now difturbs half the Kingdon 
with its Noife, which tho’ too proud and great ar 
prefent to own its Parents, I can remember in its 
Whifper-bood- To conclude the Nativity of this 
Monifter ; when it comes into the World withour a 
Sting, it is ftill-born 5 and Whenever it lofes its Sting, 
it Cies, 

No wonder, if an Infant fo miraculous in its Birth, 
fhould be deftined for great Adventures: And accord- 
ingly we fee it has been the Guardian Spirit of a pre 
vailing Party for almoft twenty Years. It can con- 
quer Kingdoms without Fighting, and fometimes 
with the lofs of a Battle: Ic gives and refumes Em- 
ployments ; can fink a Mountain to a Mole-hill, and 
raife a Mole-hill to a Mountain 3 has prefided for 
many Years at Committees of Elections; can wath a 
Blackamore white; make a Saint of an Atheift, and 
a Patriot of a Profligate ; can furnith Foreign Minis 
fiers with Intelligence, and raife or let fall che Credir 
of the Nation. This Goddefs flies with a huge 
Lookingla/s in her Hands, to dazzle the Crowd, and 
make them fee, according as fhe turns ir; their Ruin 
in their Intereft, and their Intereft in their Ruin. In 
this Glafs you will behold your beft Friends clad in 
Coats poudred with Flower-de-Luce’s and Tripple 
Crowns ; their Girdles hung found with Chains, and 
Beads, and Wooden Shoes: And your worlt Enemies 
adorned with the Enfigns of Liberty, Property, Indule 
gence, and Moderation, and a Cornucopia in their 
Hands. Her large Wings, like thofe of a flying Fith, 
are of no ule but while they are moilt; the therefore 
dips them in Mud, and foaring aloft {catters it in the 
Eyes of the Multitude, flying with great {wiftnefs ; 
bur at every turn is forced to ftoop in dirty way for 
new Supplies. 

I have been fometimes thinking, if a Man had the 
Art of the Second Sight for feeing Lies, as they haye 
in Scotland for fecing Spirirs, how admirably he might 
entertain himfelf in this Town; to obferve the dif. 
fercnt Shapes, Sizes and Colours, of thofe {warms of 
Lies which buz about the Heads of /fome People, 
like Flies about a Horfe’s Ears in Summer: Or thofe 
Legions hovering every Afternoon in Popes-head Ally, 
enough to darken the Air ; or over a Club of difcon- 
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rented Grandees, and thence fent down in Cargo’s 
to be fcatter’d at EleGions. 

There is one eflential Point wherein a Political Liar 
differs from others of the Faculty ; That he ought to 
have but a fhorr Memory, which is neceflary accord- 
ing to the various Occafions he meets with every 
Hour, of differing from himlelf, and Swearing co 
both fides of a Contradiction, as he find the Perions 
difpos'd, with whom be has to deal. In 4efcribing 
the Vircues and Vices of Mankind, it is convenient 
upon every Article, to have fome Eminent Perfon in 
our Eye, from whence we copy our Defcription. I 
have ftrictly obferv’d this Rule; and my Imaginati- 
on this minute reprefents before me a certain Great 
Man famous for this Talent, to the conftant Practice 
of which be owes his twenty Years Reputation of the 
moft skilfal Head in England, for the management of 
nice Affairs. The Superiority of his Genius confilts 
in nothing elfe but an inexhauftible Fund of Posisi- 
cal Lies, which he plentifully diftributes every mi- 
nute he {peaks, and by an unparallel’d Generofity for- 
ess and confequently contradicts the next half-hour, 

e never yet confider'd whether any Propofition 
were True or Falfe, but whether it were convenient 
forthe prefent Minute.or Company to affirm or deny 
it; fo that if you think:to refine upon him, by inter- 
preting every thing he fays, as wedo Dreams by 
the contrary, you are ftill to feek, and will find your 
felf equally deceiv'd, whether you believe him orno : 
The only Remedy is to fuppofe tha: you have heard 
fome inarticulate Sounds, without any Meaning at al). 
And befides, That will take of rhe Horror you 
might be aprto conceive at the Oaths wherewith he 

rpewually Tags both ends of every Propofition : 

ho’ at the fame time I think he cannot with any 
Juftice be tax'd for Perjury, when he invokes God 
and Chrift, becaufe he has often fairly given publick 
Notice ro the World, Bnd eaves in roa . 

Some People may think that fuch an Accompli 
ment as Prag be of fo grear Ufe to the Owner 
or his Parry, after it has been often Practis’d, and is 
become Notorious ; but they are widely miftaKen : 
Few Lies carry the Inventors Mark ; and the moft , 
proftitute Enemy cto Truth may fpread a thouland 
without being known for the Author. Befides, as 
the vileftt Writer has his Readers, forthe greateft Liar 
has his Believers; and it often happens, that if a 
Lie be believ'd only for an Hour, it has done its 
Work, and there is no farther occafion for it, Faif- 
heod fics, and Truth comes limping after ity fo thar 
when Men come to be undeceiv'd, it is too late, the 
Jeft is over, and the Tale has had irs Effect: Like a 
Man who has thought of a good Repartee, when the 
Difcourle is chang’d, or the Company parted: Or, 
like a Phyfician who has found out an infallible Me- 
dicine, after the Patient is dead. 

Confidering that natural Difpofition in many Men 
to Lie, and in Mulcirudes to Believe, 1 have been per- 
plex'd what to do with that Maxim, fo frequent in 
every Bodies Mouth, That Truth will at laft prevail. 
Here, has this Ifand of ours, for the greateft part of 
twenty Years, lain under the Inflaence of fuch Coun- 
fels and Perfons, whofe Principle and Intereft it was 
t© corrupt our Manners, blind our Underftandings, 
érain our Wealth, and in time deftroy our Conftita- 
tion both in Church and State ; and we at laft were 
brought rothe very brink of Ruin; yec by the means 
of perpetual Milre ations, have never been © 
able to diftinguith between our Enemies and Friends. 
We have feen a great part of the Nation’s Mony got 
imto the Hands. of thofe, who by their Birth, Edu- 
cation and Merit, could nd no higher than to 
wear our Liveries. ile others, who by their Cre- 
dit, Quality and Formne, were only able to give 

jon and Succefs ro the Revolution, were not 
only laid afide, as dangerous and uflelefs; but loaden 





with the Scandal of Jacobites, Men of Arbitrary 
Principles, and Penfioners to Frence ; while Truth, 
who is faid to lie in a Well, feem’d now to be bairied 
there under a heap of Srones. Buc I remember, ic 
was a ufual Complaint among the Wigs, that the 
bulk of Landed-Men was not in. their: Interefts, 
which fome of the Wifeft lookr on as an ill Omen ; 
and we faw ic was with the urmoft difficulty that they 
could preferve a Majority, while the Court and Mini- 
ftry were on their Side ; ‘cill they bad learn’d thofe ad- 
mirable Expedtents for deciding Elections, and influ- 
encing diftanc Buroughs by powerful Motives from 
the City. Bur all this was meer Force and Conftraint, 
however upheld by moft dextrous Artifice and Ma- 
nagement: "Till the People began to apprehend their 
Properties, their Religion, and the Monarchy it felf 
in Danger; then we faw rhem greedily laying hold 
on the firft Occafion tointerpofe. But of this mighy 
Change in the D:{pofitions of the People, { thall dif 
courte more at large in fome following Paper ; wherein 
I thall endeavour to undeceive thofe deluded or delud- 
ing Perfon:, who hope or pretend, it is only a fhort 
Madnefs in the Vulgar, from which they may foon re- 
cover. Whereas I believe it will appear to be very 
different in its Caufes, its Symptoms, and its Confe- 
2) and prove a great Example to illuftrate the 

axim [ jately mention’d, That Truth (however 
fometimes late) will at laft prewail. 





ADVERTISEMENT S. 


SR. THOMAS DOUBLE at Court, and ia 

High Preferments.. In Two Dialogues, be- 
tween Sir THOMAS DOUBLE and Sir 
RICHARD COMOVE R, alia Mr.WHIG- 
LOVE: On the 27th of September, 1710. Written 
by the Author of Tom Double, or the True Picture of 


& Modern Whig. Price rs. 


The Second Edition Corrected, of 
MEnmoirs of Europe, towards the Clofe of- the 
Eighth Century. Written by Eginardus, Secre- 
tary and Favourite to Charlemagne: And done into 


Englifb by the Author of the NEW ATALANTIS. 


"T Here is in the Prefs, and will fpeedily be Pub- 

lith’d, The Second Volume of MEMOIRS 
of EUROPE, towards the Clofe of the Eighth 
Century. Written by Egixardus, Secretary and Fa- 
vorite to Charlemagne : And Done into Englith by the 
Author of che NEW ATALANTIS. 


All Sold by John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 


Hereas the Executors of Patrick Lamb, Efqs late 
Mafter Cook to Her Majefty, are pleas’d to 
Advertife in Yefterdays Gazette, that the Recei 
and Draughts in Cookery,lately Publifh’d in hisName 
are Spurious and {mperfcét : Thefe are to certify,that 
the faid Receipts and Draughts were tranfcrib’d from 
Mr. Lamb’s own Papers in his Life time, and with his 
Confent bya near Relation, who to oblige the World, 
Sold them to Abel] Roper, inorder to have them Pab- 
lifh'd:. And he doth ftill hereby affirm them to be 
the Genuine Compofition of the faid patrick Lamb, 
and appeal to the Draughts of the feveral Entertain. 
ments at Court, which could not poffibly be had from 
any other Hand for the Truth hereof, and even to 
their own Advertifement; in which itis only faid, 
That neither his Sons nor Executors, ever gaye any 
Dire@ions for the Publifhing of the faid Book. And 
whereas they pleafe to talk of Publithing fome of his 
Works, Thefe are to forwarn all Perfons from Pur. 
chafing, Drawing, Printing or Publithing any of the 
Draughts or Receipts in Mr; Lamb’s ROYAL COOKERY, 
The faid Abel Roper having Enter’d his Copy in the 
Hall-Book, according to the late A& of Parliamenr, 
Which Book is Sold by $obx Morpbew near Stationer’s- 
Hall, and by the Bookfellersin Town and Couatry, 





LONDON: Printed for Jouwn MorPHEW, near Stationers-Hall, 1710, 





